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RONALD R. CARPENTER 
THE SUPREME COURT 

STATE OF WASHINGTON TEMPLE OF JUSTICE 
SUPREME COURT CLERK P.O. BOX 40929 

OLYMPIA, WA 98504·0929 

SUSAN L. CARLSON (360) 357-2077 
DEPUTY CLERK I CHIEF STAFF ATTORNEY e-mail: supreme@courts.wa.gov 

www.courts.wa.gov 

July 12, 2013 

LETTER SENT RV F.-MAIL 

Geoffrey Robert Lawson (sent by U.S. ~il) 
#334928 
Coyote Ridge Corrections Center 
P.O. Box 769 
Connell, W A 99326 

Jeremy Aaron Morris 
Kitsap County Prosecutor's Office 
614 Division Street 
Port Orchard, W A 98366-4614 

Hon. David Ponzoha, Clerk 
Court of Appeals, Division II 
950 Broadway 
Suite 300, MS TB-06 
Tacoma, W A 98402-4454 

Re: Supreme Court No. 89037-4- State of Washington, v Geoffrey R. Lawson 
Court of Appeals No. 43827-5-II 

Clerk, Counsel-and Mr. Lawson: 

On July 11, 2013, this office received Petitioner's "APPELLANT'S MOTION FOR 
RE<;::ONSIDERA TION OF APPELLANT'S MOTION TO MODIFY"( with affidavit) addressed 
to the Clerk of the Court of Appeals. The pleadings have been placed in the Court of Appeals 
Iile without further action; see the last sentence of RAP 12.4(a). A copy of both pleadings is 
enclosed for the Respondent. 

The Petitioner is reminded that by Clerk's ruling dated July 10, 2013, the due date for 
filing his petition for review is August 27, 2013. 

RRC:lm 
Enclosures as stated 

Ronald R. Carpenter 
Supreme Court C.lerk 



IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
Respondent, 

v. 

GEOFFREY R. LAWSON, 
Appellant. 

DIVISION II 

No. 43827-5-II 
) 

""'0 
::r;; 

z 
ORDER DENYING MOTION T M®>IF~ 

Z. N 

APPELLANT filed a motion to modify a Commissioner's ruling dated Aprill, 2013, in 

the above-entitled matter. Following consideration, the court denies the motion. Accordingly, it 

IS 

SO ORDERED. 

DATED this~day of CnzC?tf 
PANEL: Jj. Van Deren, Hunt, Worswick 

FOR THE COURT: 

Thomas Michael Kummerow 
Washington Appellate Project 
1511 3rd Ave Ste 701 
Seattle, WA, 98101-3647 
tom@washapp.org 

'2013. 

c 

Jeremy Aaron Morris 
Kitsap Co Dep Pros Atty 
614 Division St 
Port Orchard, W A, 98366-4614 
jmorris@co.kitsap.wa.us 



IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

STATE OF WASHINGTON, 

Respondent, 

v. 

GEOFFREY ROBERT LAWSON, 

Appellant. 

DIVISION II 

No. 43827-5-11 

RULING GRANTING MOTION 
ON THE MERITS TO AFFIRM 

Geoffrey Lawson appeals from the judgment and sentence imposed 

following his Newton 1 plea of guilty to one count of voyeurism and one count of 

attempted voyeurism. The State filed a motion on the mer:its to affirm .under RAP 

18.14(e)(1 ). Concluding that Lawson waived his right to appeal his convictions 

as part of his guilty plea, this court grants the motion on the merits to affirm and 

affirms his judgment and sentence. 

The State initially charged Lawson with two counts of voyeurism. The trial 

court granted Lawson's motion to represent himself. The trial court conducted a 

number of hearings regarding Lawson's access to resources with which to 

1 State v. Newton, 87 Wn.2d 363, 373, 552 P.2d 682 (1976). See also North 
Carolina v. Alford, 400 U.S. 25, 37, 96 S. Ct. 2253, 27 L. Ed. 2d 162 (1970). 



43827-5-11 

defend himself. On January 12, 2012, Lawson moved to dismiss the charges 

against him on the grounds that he ·had not been given sufficient access to 

defense resources. The trial court denied his motion. On January 27, 2012, 

Lawson moved for additional access to resources to prepare for his February 7, 

2012 trial date. The trial court denied his motion. 

On February 1, 2012, the State and Lawson elected to enter into a plea 

agreement. The State agreed to amend its information to charge one count of 

voyeurism and one count of attempted voyeurism. Lawson agreed to enter a 

Newton plea of guilty to those reduced charges. In his Statement on Ple.a of 

Guilty, Lawson acknowledged that among the rights he was giving up by 

pleading guilty was "[t]he right to appeal a finding of guilt after a trial." Clerk's 

Papers (CP) at 37. In his plea colloquy, Lawson acknowledged that he had had 

the .opportunity to review the Statement on Plea of Guilty and to discuss it with 

his standby counsel. The trial judge found Lawson's plea of guilty to be 

knowingly, intelligently and voluntarily made, accepted his plea and found him 

guilty of the amended charges. 

Lawson appeals from his convictions, arguing that he was denied his right 

under article I, section 22 of the Washington State Constitution to "reasonable 

access to state. provided resources" .sufficient for him to represent himself in 

defense against the State's charges. State v. Silva, 107 Wn. App. 605, 622, 27 

P.3d 663 (2001 ). The State responds that as part of his plea of guilty, Lawson 

waived his right to appeal his convictions and therefore waived the opportunity to 

claim any constitutional violations that occurred bef0re the guilty plea. In re 

2 
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Personal Restraint of Bybee, 142 Wn. App. 260, 268, 175 P.3d 589 (2007). 

Lawson has not replied to the State's contention with any authority that would 

allow him to challenge his right to access to self-representati_on resources after 

electing to enter a plea of guilty. This court concludes that Lawson waived his 

opportunity to raise his constitutional claim, making his appeal clearly without 

merit.2 Accordingly, it is hereby 

ORDERED that the State's motion on the merits is granted and Lawson's 

judgment and sentence are affirmed. He is hereby notified that failure to move to 

modify this ruling terminates appellate review. State v. Rolax, 104 Wn.2d 129, 

135-36, 702 P.2d 1185 (1985). 

--DATED this J SJ-.- day of 
; 

cc: Thomas M. Kummerow 
Jeremy A. Morris 
Hon. Russell W. Hartman 
Geoffrey R. Lawson 

a~ ,2013. 

~6.~ 
Eric B. Schmidt 
Court Commissioner 

2 The clerk's papers contain a motion to withdraw guilty plea that Lawson filed 
and a response to that motion that the State filed. But the record is silent as to 
the disposition of that motion. Lawson does not argue in his brief that his plea of 
guilty was not knowingly, intelligently and voluntarily made. 

3 


